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objection, since the Catholic Church does not enter
into argument. 'Elle croit,' he says almost with
affection,49 'elle croit sans disputer; car la foi est
une croyance par amour, et Pamour n' argumente
point.7 It has the even greater merit of finding
at once its visible unity in the Pope. De Maistre
makes short work of conciliar claims. Their
inf requency, the manner in which they have them-
selves acclaimed the papal supremacy, the analogy
with the relation of States-General to King, the
witness of Grallican Church and Jansenist schis-
matics, of Protestant theologians like Calvin and
heretic jurists like Pufendorf, are all dragged,
some little matters of history notwithstanding,
into the service of this supremacy.50 Rome, he says
with Calvin, is the centre of the world, umbilicus
terrae.5i

He is not afraid of despotism; for the Pope will
be governed by the laws of his being, which are
divine in character. And in any case he alone is
the judge of those laws and must be obeyed without
conditions unless anarchy is to result. The descent
from absolute sovereignty to utter confusion is
single and precipitous. Infallibility has been
established in order that it may be avoided.52 If
it be said that Popes have meddled too intimately
with the lives of men, he will reply that it has never
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